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ters in the County of Kent in gererall, more 
eſpecially to all wy lovirg Brethren, the 
M:niſters 18 Romney Merſh, all felici- 
ties internall, exicrnall, and ecer- 
nall, be multiplicd. 


Right Worſhipfull : 


Do IMS Me Preſent unto you heere a Sermon , whoſe 
"am Text ſpeaketh of affii#:011, yet no ſharpe 
ſcourge neither , but rather a comforta- 
ble eleftuary for Gods childe ; for happy 
(I dare ſay) are they whoſe eyes are ope- 
ned by croſſes and affiifions , as that 
thereby they come to true ſi2h: and hear- 
ty ſorrow for ſinne, which u« the cauſe of 
affi:H1ons, I confeſſe I am not yong in yeares, though in ſ1dge- 
ment. yet now I begin,as once I dia at the A. B. C. ior the Pri- 
mer i fit firſt to begin at for learning , and there now I begin 
& A, for there my Text begins ; Iintend with two Sermous 

more ( God willing ) to begin at B. and C. | 
Tf I weve aSked a reaſon why I durſt be ſo bold to make a Ser- 
2on publick, or any thing elſe tn this learned Age, ſeetir2 there 
are ſo many and learned mens workes abroad already , to-h for 
learning apd judgement 2 I anſwer, iba; ſeetng ſo many mens 
| | P 3 19 , Workes 
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workes (and learzed ones too) are defpiſed (44 it nerve) 8 & 
«leaſt iiile ſet by of the vulgar ſort ; I therefore thought, 7 fpenk- 
ins and writtn ( 45 my manner if ) plaine and Country like, 
ould [ee if the rude vulgar Country would better like of g . 
Ruſlick reaching , then they doe of thoſe that are more learned 
and better indofied. For Tſee (by accompanying and familua- 
rity with che vulgar and meaner | ort ) that the poorer and ſim-- 
" pler the worke and matter 8 , many #1mes it 16 the better accep- 
ted. But what (atth the Proverb, whoſo bold as blinde Bayard? 
But whither ſhould a ſhrub go better for ſhelter then to Ceaars} 
1 know ( though little acquarnted amongſt you ) I havetoths, 
Patrons worthy, audto my peore power, althcugh I be weake aud 
Conntry like, and not atle to carry Timber,or Morter,or ſquare 
hew'd Stones, yet ſome rough ſmall Pebbles I deſire :0 caſt 1ato © 
the Treaſury , a Mite (for Talent I have none; with the poore 
widdow : worthy Gentlemen your Zeale (how ever other waies 
it hath been couſtrued) is ſuch (a5 I have hearc ) that I cant * 
bat honour you, and if you will pleaſe to Patrontze this, then as 
Piato 4d immortalize Phoedon by bus Treatiſes ; ſocurht 
and will all good Paſtors and people that knew you , ety nize 
your names 11 1mmortall Monuments of eternall glory. But as 
the fire of love retorting from you enflemes in my Left, 'or what 
ozce I found from yougthat much water cannot quench it ; but. 
not to be tedious, 1 beſeech your worſbips poize the minde of the 
Gruer, which us (if it may be) more then the guift, wha:ſoever 
zl 46; 71 15 for your uſe; and whatſoever I am, I am for your 
ſervice, ; 
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The great Eitimate that redounds by Croſſes 


ky 


YEP PENOP Ho N ſpeaketh with good 
conſideration ; to wit, that wee 
have Oculus, manu, pedes, binos, ut 
conjunti ſe adjuvent, non impediant : 
that is, eyes, hands, and feet, two 
of cach, that joining, and joined to- 
gether, onc may become an helge 
= to the other. S:c decet fratres : fo 
; hecomenh | it brethren to have cies, hands, and feete 
one for another : As it is in the Proverbe, how the man 
that was blinde carried the lame manon bis back, and 
ſo lent him his legs , the lame man guided the blinde, 

and ſo lent him. hiscics. 

ButI remember f.:] what the Philoſopher ſaid ; that 3 Arif: 
Order was the motlicr and preferver of all things, tor Polit. lib, 
which cauſethe Apoſtle in 1 Cor. 14. 49. will have all * 
things to be do: 1n Order : for God ( faith he therein 
vcric 33.) is the Godof Order , and not the Authour of 
' _ Corfufion. As for diſorder that dwells onely ia Hel), 
the place of *: -00 and miſcry, and therefore, Gun, 11.9, 
Babclis ma+:: 5 type of it, which ſignifies nothing ou: 
confuſion. But thar 1 may not contuund my ſeite in 2 
confuſed manner , ang ior thatalſoit is growne our of 
ule and cuſtome, orherwilc, Lcing as lam, {waliowed 
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up with gricte and ſorrow, I ſhould but that it is not u- 
fuall, at this rime have delivered my poore and dilt ra- 
Acd Meditations without a Text ; but for order ſake, 
and that we may build the ſtronger, I beſeech you har- 
ken with reverence and attention unto one word of the 
Text» Apoflle St. Paul, as.ir 1s written Rom. 8. 18, eAlicons, 
being the ſixth word in the verſe ; whence note ye : 
That the holy Apoſtle Saint Paul gives inftance of | 
the aMiQtions-of the Sainrs and children of God here, 
rather than of their ' vertucs, workes, and actions ; be- 
Parer, cauſe (faith one) their ations and workes were more 
painfull : and the Apoſtle applies a great deale of com- 
Y fort , not onely in this verſe, bur alſo in moſt of this 
Chapter, and that eſpecially in regard of thoſe times 
j {euch like theſe daies of ours) wherein there was ſuch 
reat perſecutions for the name of Chriſt : where, and- 
; | Hg whence then 1n the firſt place, from this word $Suf- 
ferings or Aftrons :; let all Prifoners, and all Gods 
children, rhatſuffer-any croſle or trouble whatſoever, 
' tearne never to deſpaire for any miſery that may befall 
them, butftill hope for the beſt, Eſay 63.9. for the 

Jer, Lan*L ord hath already numbred the dajes of thy life, and of 

Dt thy forrowes, Efay 42. yea Hay, it is the Lord that hath 

taken notice of thy paine and trouble, therefore feare 

not, but be patient under the Croſſe, and behold the 

goodnefſſe of the Lord, Exod. 14. 13, for all our miſc- 
. | rtesand troubles ſhall one day be ended. 

Obje&, But here peradventure ſome may obje& and ſay, it 
is true; I know it will one day bee ended : but what 
w ſaith the Proverb > whilſt the graſſe grows, the Steed ſtares. 
= Wherefore I feare I ſhall faint in ſuffering, it will be ſo 

 -; long before I am eaſed : unto which I anſwer, 
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How knoweſt thou it will bee long before thou beeſt Refpon. 


caſed therefrom? hath the Lord told thee fo > then a- 
bide his pleaſure although it bee to thy paine : well ! 
_ but hath he nottold thee 1o2 then make not thy trou- 
bles and affitions longer or greater by thy imaginati- 
ons then they are: for God that makes the Oakes ſub- 
je& to the greateſt windes, hath given t2em the largeſt 
and deepeſt roots , to ſtay them up withall : and foit 
God do tempt thee with great and long calamity and 
trouble, yet happy man art thou, for he tempteth none 
above their power ; and it God load thy daies with 
ficknefles, or poverries, or lofles, or paines, or wounds, 
. or infamy, or ſervitude, or. umpriſonment , or with any 
manner of affli&ions whatſoever, yet know thou ſhalt 
be able to abide it, if God hath ſent ir ; for our croſſes 
and aftiitions in this life are not proportionable or wor- 
thy of any equality of that incomperable glory that 
ſhall be revealed : For our ſufferings here are bur little, 
few, and ſhort, intermixed with joy, and ſuch they are 
as we have juſtly deſerved, by reaſon of our fins, 

Firſt, I ſay, our ſufferings here are lirtle, according 
to that of the Apoſtle St. Peter : After ye have ſuffered 
a little, &c, 1 Pet, 5. 10, | 

Againe ſecondly, they are few, in reſpe& of the va- 
riety, and multitude of joycs that are in Gods Kingdom, 
according to that of the Prophet, Plal. 16. 11. In Gods 
preſence 1s the tullneſle of joy , and at his right hand 

leaſ{ures for evermore, 

Thirdly, theſe our {uftcrings here are ſhort; for, af- 
fictions are but tor a moment , but the glory thereof 
{hall be crernall, 2 Cor. 4. 17. + - 

Fourthly, cheſe our fuffrings here arc mingled and a- 

B 2 | layed 


DA os 7 gen IT 
Tang os, " IT. 


[4] y 
layed with joy and comfort : as the Apoſtle faith in 2; 

Cor. 1. 5. as our ſufferings abound , fo our conſolation 
2boundeth much-more inChriſt; for inthe life rocome, 
tothe godly , there ſhall be glory, immortality, incor- 
rnption, ſplendor, ſrength, and an crernall Sabboath of 
reſt, an everlaſting Feſtivall of felicity , Songs of glee, 


Halelujah's of triumph, fulnefle of all joy, and pleaſures 


- 


* 3nthepreſence of God, of Chriſt, of Saints, and of An- 


gels for ever: Lſayglory without avy.mixture of trou- 
ble, orgriete, ſo faith the Holy Ghoſt, Revel. 21, 4, 
that God ſhall wipe away all teares irom their; cies, 
Nay,again laitly,our ſufferings here are a due debr,in re- 
ſpc& of our iniquittes ; for there is notany croſle,  burit 
is juſtly laid uponus for ſinne, Plal. 22. 5. thou forgavelt 
the puniſhment of my finne ; and faith the Prophet, 
man ſuffereth for his ſinne , Lament. 3. 39. but everla- 
ting glory is the- free gift of God: 1t 15 not otherwiſe 
due, but by the grace and mercy of God, by the merit of 
Chriſt, Ifay it isthegitt of God, according to that ot. 
the Apoſtle, Rom. 6. «lt, | 
 Nowcrofles and ſufferings here are common to good 
and bad ;. therefore St. Peter would not have any ſuffer 
as an evill doer, 1 Pet. 4, 15, but the glory to come 15 
ny promufed to therighteous, and therefore it 1s cal 
led the liberty of the ſons of God, as ye may lee here 1n 
the 21, verſe of this 8, Chapter to the Romans. And 
now to putall rheſe together ; the ſufferings and afMiQti- 
ons of this life are nothing comparable to the joy and 
glory of the next life (nor to the Elect) neither in quali 
te nor quantitte : for the qualitie, the ſorrowes of this 


_ worid cannot be fo great as the joyes of the next : and 


lor che quantitic, they are but ſhort and light , boca 
| d 11 = 
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the life of man is but ſhort ; but ſeventy yeares, or eigh- 
ty at the moſt, ſaith Moſes, Pfal, 90. 10. Saint Bernard 
ſaith, that good works are not any cauſe of meriting a 
Kingdome, bur yet ſaith he, good workes are a way di- 
reCting to a Kingdome, Sufficit ad meritum ſcire, quod non 

ſuficiant merita « it 1s ſufficient to know of merits, that 
| thereare no ſufficiency of our merits ; for ſeeing good 
works are no cauſe', neither have any correſpondency 
or proportion in them, in reſpeG& of the glory to come, 
therefore the Apoſtle ſaith in 2 Cor. 4. 17, that our light 
aflitions which are but for a moment , worke in us a 
far more excellent and an cternall weight of glory, 


Now then let us here and hence learne, that the poſ- 154. 


ſcſfing of onr ſoules in patience, is a way dire&tly ren- 
ding ta the falvation both of our ſoules and bodies, un- 
to which our bleſſed Saviour ſubſcribeth,where he ſaith, 
that the gace 1s ſtrait , and the way narrow which lea- 
deth unto life, and few there be that finde it, Mar. 7.14. 
whence againe let us learne , that this ſtrairnefle and 
narrowneſle of affictions are not a cauſe which deſer- 
veth, but a gate or. way which leadeth unto lite : and 
therefore it 15 ſaid, that through many tribulations wee 
muk enter into Gods heavenly Kingdome, Acts 14..22. 
not by many tribulations, as one. well ſaith; no, not by 
any tribulations we muſt merit Heaven, but by many 
tribulations, as by a gatc or way, we mult enter into the 
Kingdome of Heaven. Eacherins {aith, Nthil eft imannum, 
quod breve tempore : nothing is of great importance, 
which 1s of ſhort time, Now, as I ſhewed a little 
before, our lives are of ſhort contituance , there- 
tore ſaith the Apoſtle, Jam. 4. 14. our life is as a vapor, 
which tor a time appearerh, but preſently vanutherh, 

B 3 \\ here- 


[6] 
-herefore the Kingly Prophet ſaith » O Lord, thou 

arg my life, Plc. 56. 8,9. The Originall word is, 

thou knoweſt my flittings, or removings ; and therefore 

ſeeing our whole lite is but a vapour, or a removing 

from hence , certainly our aMictions , which are all 

comprized within the compaſle of this life, muſt needs 

- beſhortand momientany ; for all affiitions, as the A- 

poſtle ſaith, Heb, 12.11, for the preſent {ceme not to 

be joyous, but rather grievous,but afterwards it bringeth 

forth the quiet fruit of righteouſneſle to them that are 

exerciſed therewith : where, and from whence I pray 
:  marke; the Apoſtle doth not ſay , that affliftions are 
grievous, but ſeeme to be ; ſo that afflictions: ſeeme 

to bee one thing , andare indeed another ;' for, they 

ſeeme to be grievous, but they are indeed joyous ; they 

ſeeme to be troubleſome, they are indeed ſweet ; they 

| ſeemetobe long and tedious, they are indeed ſhort and 
k comfortable , even as God himfelfe determineth this 
matter : in a moment ſaith hee, Eſay 54. S.in my anger, 
for a little ſeaſon have I hid my face from you: bur in 
everlaſting mercy I will return unto you again. 
And now that we ſhould not doubt of this Do&rine, 
the Lord.as you ſee by that his Evangelicall Prophet E- 
ſay,redoubles his promiſe, for a moment, for a little ſea- 
ſon faith hezwhertore the princelyProphet ſaith plainly, 
that heavineſſe may laſt and endure for a night, but joy 
commeth 1n the morning, Pfal. 30. 5. 6. as the two An- 
gels that came to Zo: lodged with him fora night, bur 
went awayagaine inthe morning, Gen, 19. 2. ſo aft 
&ions, which are the Angels, or meſſengers of God, 
they arc ſent by the Almighty, for to tell us we forget 
God, we forget our ſelves, we arc too proud, too {clic 
| | ” conceited, 


[7] 
conceited, and ſuch like , and therefore to humble us 
are afflictions ſent, So alſo we read, that the ſpirit of 
life returned unto the two witnefles , which had beene 
{laine by the Beaſt, after three dates and an halfe, Rev, 
II, 10,11, and why after three daics and an halfe? to 
reach us, that fickneſle, perſecution, impriſonment, or 
any kind of calamity, or affliftions whatſoever, may ty- 
rannize over us three dayes and an halte, bur they ſhall 
not fill up the whole foure dayes; tor, for the Eleas 
{ake thoſe dayes ſhall be ſhortned, Mar. 24. 22. and a- 
greeable to that, Joh Baptist began his preaching with 
Repent, for the Kingdome of Heaven 1s at hand, Mar.. 
2. 2, Repent, that's a mater of mortification and Aﬀtii- 
&ions to the fleſh: for the Kingdome of heaven is at 
hand, that's a matter of joy and comfort to the ſpirit. 

 Andour Saviour faith, beholdI come quickly, and nay 
reward 1s with me, Revel. 22, 12, all theſe to him that 
underſtandeth is matter of great comfort ; and let us 
allo know , that trouble and vexation bring know- 

ledge and underſtanding. Nay, let usalſofurther note 
for our future comfort, that in our crofles and aMictions, 
we have many compartnersand fellowes, which make 
the labour of our aMliftions comfortable unto us; as 
namely firſt, rhe ſympathizing ofall Gods creatures, for 
ſo ſaith the Apoſtle in the 22. and 23. verſes of this 
Chapter, that all creatures figh and grone with us. 
Secondly, all rhe faithfull and deare children of God 
beare one anorhers burthen, and ſo fulfill the Law of 
Chriſt, Gal. 6. 2. RN. 
Againe, the good Angels, for our comfort have a 
charge of us, Plal. 91,11, 12, Nay, God the Father 
biddeth us in all dur crofes and afflitions, to caſt our 
burthen 


o_ Dn DSN Cy % "a ko a ha « ” 0 iy 4% b 
Ao_— Er Iron itn rn mb tr er « 


| [3] 

Lirthen upon him , and hee to our ſolace and comfort 
miſerh 10 nouriſh us, Plal. 55. 22. Nay further, the 
Holy Ghoft helpeth our infirmities, yea, I ſay, it hel. 
peth.us even then, when weare ready to faint, as ye 

may ſee here in the 26. verſc of this Chapter. 
Nay furthcr,in our AfiGions God the Son ſetterh to 
his hand, ſaying, Come unto meall ye that labour & are 
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| * heavy laden,, and I will refreſh you ; take my yoke v- 
ſ pon you, for my yoke is caſte, and my burthen 1s light, 
| Mat. 11.29. 3% ous 

if Oh what a wonderfnll comfort 1s this to all thoſe 
t that ſuffer any kind of trouble, impriſonment, or what- 


ſoever other AMidctions, to thinke that all creatures, all 
the faithfull, all good Angels, God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, do all pertake with us in 
our Afflitions! This ought then to teach us Paticnce 

in all ourtroubles and Aﬀiic&ions whatſoever. 
I did thinke to have handled this word in particuley 
words; bur becauſe it is but one word, therefore I will 

gripe it fogether, andintreat thereof in generall, 

AA.ien To goec forward then : eAffiz#:0z5 (to thoſe that are 
to pure Lucy godly) do nor only miniſter comfort, as you have 
_ th had a little taſt thexeof already, but alſo it produceth 
grofſe of many gracious and bleſſed efteRs: for, firſt it 1s a means 


naturall | , 
| cole a, ©O purge out the drofle of that naturall corruption that 


that re- 15 within us, For, ſo long as wee enjoy proſperity, it is 
tr 95h with us as the Prophet ſaich of Moab, wee are like wine 
&, A{ettledonhis Lees, and frozen inhis dregs, Jer. 48. 11, 
and which harh bcen pour<.i out from vefſell to veſlcll, 
Leph. 1, 12.10 we arc ſult ot tae dregs of naturall cor- 
ruption wil the Loco oy Af 5.905 doc refine us. 
Afft1G1048 850 980 thy Gitllreuof God, as the Flaile 
is 
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[9] | 
is to the Corne, the File to the Iron, and the fire to the 
gold: as the Flaile doth purge rhe corne from the 
chaffe which groweth up with 1t, and as the File ſcow- 
rcth off the ruſt that cleaveth and ſticketh upon the Iran, 
and as the fire purifieth the Gold from the drofle ; fo 
doth Afliction by Gods mercy, purge away from us that 
chaffe, that ruſt, that drofle of {inne that is tn our nature, 
The Gold-Smith raketh not the Gold out of the Forge, 
till hee ſeerh it well and throughly purified, In Ke 
manner, God doth not remove the AﬀMiCtions of his 
children, till they be throughly refined : Nay, AMici- 
ons are like unto the Lords Pruneng-knite ( as I ma 
well ſay) whereby he cutteth away trom us all withe- 
red and unprofitable branches. | 

When Placilla the Wite of Theodoſpusa believing Em- 
preſſe (ſhe bore ſuch good will to the afflicted members 
of Chriſt ) would rcſort unto the Almes-houſes, and 
Hoſplitalls of the poore for to ſee them ſuccoured and 
rclicved; and when her nice Gentlewoman that waited 
on her would dehort and diſlwade her not to debaſc her 
ſelfe to come into ſuch mcane places, or neare ſuch 
pooredejefted people; ſhe then »with tcarcs in her cies 
would reply and ſay: Oh! 1 would not doe this, and 
this onely, butalſoſoand ſo; yea, and much more for 
the love that Ibeare to my Saviour Chriſt, and to his 
blefled Members how mcane or baſc ſocver they were, 
for l owe my ſelfe and all rhat I have to him ren thou-- 
ſand waies, Oh worthy ſpeech of a noble Macron 
dtd ſhe an heathen thus Dorcas-like provide, and feed 
Chriſtians after her converſion? how much more ſhould 
we tharare borne Chriſtians doe good one for an-;ther, 
and follow the Apofiles rs to be of ike affeQtion ? 
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Rom. 15. 5. for, how dare you., O ye ſons of Beliat, 
harme,. or hurt, OF: dilgracefully deride, or perlecute 
with hand, heart, or tongue thoſe that are in attiftions 
or bonds ? ſeeing Chriſt our Saviour like them ſuffereg 
much AMi&ions, whoſe word was ſo potent , that by 
it hee created the univcriall world; by it he caſt our 
Devils:z, {tilled the raging WAVCS ot the :mperuous Ts, 
” healed incurable diſeaſes, vanquiſheth Sathan, and cor- 
ſimeth and overcommeth Antichriſt, 2, Thefl, 2.8, 
of whom, what ſhall ſay? he being wondertull, Efay 
9, 6, and that. 18 kis Conception, in his Birth, in his 
Peath, in his riſing,” and in his. actions : yea, he it was 
that humbled thee, and ſuffered thee to hunger, and fed 
thee with Manna, &c. Deut. 8, 3. yea, he it was, that 
\... wrought firſt, 'firong matters with weake meanes, as. 
* theconverting of a finner, Secondly, ſome matters with 
no meanes, as King Afa, &c. 2 Chron. 14. 11, and 4- 
dam had Plants provided without raine, and light with- 
out Sun, vz. light the ſecond day, and the Sun the 
fourth day, Gen, 1, Thirdly, hee it was that wrought 


- Mi:. 14, great matters with {mall mcancs, as the feeding the five 


Sap thouſand with:five loaves and two Fiſhes, and againe 


29,20; Aanothcr.time with ſeven loayes hee fed foure thouſand. 
Fourthly, he wroaght other ſome matters with con- 
trary meanes, as. bringing light out of darknefle, 1 Cor. 
4. 5. and laying;clay.upon the, eyes of a blind man, Joh. 
9..and ſo ot El:zews caiting;of meale, &c, 2 Kings 4. and 
of Manna forty ycares bread for Iſrac}l, 8c. . He it was 
Lay, that fed multitudes (as you have heard) with lit- 
tle; and thus he wrought ſtrange miracles ; for he over- 
came death, Sathan,and Hell;and he it is that ſhal come 
to Judge both the quick andrhedead ; yea, he is Cor 
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the anointed Almighty God;and yet fome do not dread 
to lade with tauntings, {quibs,villainous reproaches, all 
helliſh language & uſage,{uch as for their good deeds {t1- 
ffcr for Chriſt; yea,& they are readyto uſe thole at their 
pleaſure, who are the redeemed of this Redecmer, the 
holy ones of this SanAifier , the Children of this Pre- 
ſerver, the Souldiers of this Captaine, the Servants of . 
this Lord, the Brethren, and Sifters of this Jeſus our 
elder Brother by nature, and are by adoption and graces 
The Subjects ofthis King , the Bride of this Husband, 
the ſheepe of this Shepheard , and the members of this 
head. I dare ſay, thoſe chart fuffer crofles and Afictions 
are Chriſts ſheepe , for whom he layd downe his life, 
John x0. 15. they are branches in Chrift, who ſhall ob- 
taine what they aske, eod. 15. 7. ſuch ate Chrifts Soul- 
dicrs quenching the hicry darts of the Devill, Ephel. 6. 
I6.and ſuch as overcome the world, I John 5. 5. nay, 
ſuch are Chrifts Patients which that g00d Phytitian 
hcales with his owne bloud, 1 John 1.7. and theſe are 
of Chrifts flocke whom hee rewards with Kingdornes. 
Luke 12. 32. nay, theſe afflicted ones are Chrifts Belo- 
ved Spouſe, for whom he gave himſclfe, Ephcl. 5. 25. 
and yer the wicked and ungodly feare not to grieve and 
vex ſuch ; bur yet to our comfort letus know, that it is 
our portion to be hated of all, tor Chrifts ſake, to bee a - 
by-word to fooles, as Job was, Job 35.6. 7.8. ſongs to 
Drunkards, as David was, Pal 69. 12, wee arc thoſe | 
that muſt looke to be falſcly accuſed, and railed upon ; - 
but here arc our comforts, that Chriſt our head & Hus- | 
band hath drank deep in this cup to us before, therefore 
ler us be content to pledge hint, Knowing it 15 the lor Ot 
Goes Children, and for our profir ; for, wee are made 

2 more 
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more bright by ſuch our filing, more purified by ſuch 
tryings, MOTC odoriferous by ſuch poundings ; for, wee 
are the Lords Vine and we (hall grow the more fruit- 
full by pruning ;_ we are his Palmes, and therefore doe 
flouriſh moſt, when moſt under preſſures : nay, though 
we be ſcoffd and ſcorned, yer to our comfort be it ſpo- 
ken, it with patience WE endure chaitening, we ſhall be 
the Lords tillage, whoſe hearts are more mollified and 
ſoftned, and by ſuch deridings made more apt tor the 
ſeed of heavenly truth, and true ſaving graces ; and 
more fruitfull and lefſe weedy by the taunts and reproa- 
ches of ſuch wicked plowers, | 
Oh! therefore let me here cxhort all thoſe that are 
under the Crofle with patience and contentment , and 
with gladneſſe, to ſuffcr all helliſh indignities of the 
wicked, even then when they plow upon the backs of 
the innocent, and make long furrowes , Pſal. 129. 3. 
nay, I dare ſay, our betterrings, by their fcour- 
ings, and tauntings,or milufings, comes not from them, 
or they aime at nothing leſle, being helpers forwards of 
our croſles and affliftions, even then, when our heaven- 
Iy Father was but a litle diſpleafed with us, Zach. 1. 15, 
But yet they from oy Bates love and bounty make 
all things worke together for our good, as ir1s inthe 
28 verſe ofthis Chaprer: ſuch in the end ſhall rhcrefore 
ſmart for vexing and grieving of us; they being as I 
may.ſay our heavenly Fathers rods , yet they ſhall bec 
plagued with indignation , after they have chaſtized 
and corrected us: witnefle the hard hearted Fgyprians, 
Abb, Jezatell, the three Herods, the firſt butchcring 
the harmelcſſe Innocents, for which there is a day cvcr 
Hince called Innocents day ,  celebrared every. ycare by 
our 


[73] 

our Church the 2B. day of December, The fecond be- 
heading Johz the Baptiſt ; and the third martyring St. 
James, As alfo for this in hand, witneſle cruell Nero, 
bloudy Domit1an, John de Roma, Adinerims : and in Queene 
Mary's time, ſtinking Gardiner ;witnefle the 42; children 
mocking the Propher, 7ſhmael ſcofling at 1ſaac, curſing 
Shimei, railing Ravſbakeh, and others : nay further, to our 
everlaſting comfort, let us know that Aﬀiitions bein 
ſanCtificd do bring a man to the fight of kts fins , and to 
godly ſorrow, and totrue repentance for the ſame : for, 
as Saint Gregory faith, fin ſhutteth a mans eyes, bur Af- , . 
fictions do open them and hereof we have a worthy «ns being 
example in the brethren of Joſeph ; for, tor the ſpace of {+n&k d 
twenty yeares, they were never touched with any re-,,; _ 
morſe for their unnaturall cruelty, inſelling their owne:o 2 ſk 
| Brother to the Iſhmaclites, till ar che laſt comming into hr of 
Asyprt to buycorne in the rime of the famine, and per- whe n 
ceiving Joſeph to ſpeak roughly unto them,and to charge Moral, 
them to be Spies, that came to ſee the weakneſle of the 
Land : and fo fearing impriſonment or ſome other hard 
meaſure, then they began to call their former {in to re- 
metbrance, and to ſay one to another, as it 15 Gen, 42. 
21. wee have verily {inned againft our Brother , and fo 
forward. es 

Even as one that is faſt afleep will not awake, unleſſe 
he be raiſed by thruſting , or by ſome ſuch violent mo- 
tion: fo many lye {norung in the long cuſtome of ſinne, 
and never thinke of repentance, till the hand of God be 
upon them. And as the horſe that runneth into the 
Battle, Jer. 8. 6. neither fearcth the enemy that com- 
meth againſt him , nor is terrified with the dolefull 
groancs of dying perions,nor with the noiſe of the Guns, 
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nor yet with the ſhaking of the Pikes: fo wicked men 
are carried headlong to {1nne, and neither feare the roa- 
ting of the Devill , nor are moved with the miſcrable 
ends of others before rheir eyes , nor yet terrified with 
the feare of Hell, but as the horſe runneth with violence, 
being checked by his Rider with a {ſhort Bridle , 1s en- 

« forced to ſtay his courſe; ſo when {inners run into all 
exceſſe of riot, the Lord in mercy by one aftiiftion or 0- 
ther, as it were with Bir and Bridle, even by ſtrong hand 

ulleth them back, and cauſeth them to ſee their finnes, 

and by that meanes bringeth them to repentance, 

'» So thenfromhence ye may fee, that God uſcth his 
corretions as Sermons to call thoſe that belong unto 
him from theirſ{ins, which many times aremorec force- 
able and effefuall than any verball preaching, accor- 

Auguf. in ding to that ſaying of Saint Augafi:ze, many men when 

Plal. 30. they feele the ſmart, then (faith hee, and not before) 

they will reforme the fault. Now what greatcr henefit 
can there bee than this, for a man tobee brought co un- 
teigned 2 67 for his finnes? without which there 

Fern, in Can be no hope of forgiveneſſe, And therefore Bernard. 

Pol, zz faith ſweetly, it is a good AfMition thar bringeth a 

Ys "yo man to compunction and remorſe; therefore faith Da 

humilicic 74 it 18 good for me that I have beene atkicted , Pfal. 

evnin I19, Nay further, Affliction is a notable means to hum- 
0+ ble thechild of God, and to beat down the pride of his 

Children, AEart 3 for, {0 long as all things goc well with us; and 

weare tree from the crofle , ſo long (I ſay) as it is thus, 
our ficſh will be puffed up, and it will hardly be kept 
under, the leaven of old Adam is in us , and maketh us 

{well in pride. | 
x5 the Moone never ſuffereth Eclipſe but when ſhe 
4 15 


isin the full, and then alſo ſhe is furtheſt diitant from 

the Sun: ſo likewiſe we, when we abound in outward 

proſperity and are full, fuch 1s the toolifh pride of our 

hearts, weare puffed up, and care leaſt for God, till by : 

fome AMiction or other hee humble us and bring us 

downe. Thus was it with the Prodigall ſonne, as ſoone 

as he had got his portion of his father, Luke 15, then he . 

was full of pride, and could ftand on no ground, as we 

ſay ; but when hee had waſted his ſubſtance, and was 

pinched with poverty and famine, then his pride was 

daunted, andhee was glad to come home by weeping 

crofle, So was it alſo with Hagar, Gen, 16.4. &c. when 

ſhe had conceived a childe by . her Maſter Avraham, 

ſhe was preſently ſo lifred up with pride, that ſhe deſ- 

pied her Miſtreſle Sarah, becauſe ſhe was barren : But 

afterwards when her Miſtreſſe had dealt roughly with 

her, and made her run away into the wildernefle, then. 

ſhe cried peccavz, and humbled her (elfe under her hands: | 

yea , David himſeclfe, though otherwiſe a holy man, 

and a man as the holy Scriptures record him, according a: rz, 

to Gods owne heart ,.yet he had a ſpice of this diſcaſc, :*- 

as himſelfe contefleth in Pfal. 30. 6. 7, where he faith, 

that in his-proſpericy, he thought chat he. ſhould never 

be removed &c.. Loc, there you may ſee how ſoone a 

man (though moſt holy) 1s apt ro forger himſelte, it hee 

cnjoy- but a lictle proſperity : bur alas! the cafe was _ 

{oone altred with him ; for, ashe further ſaith in that wy Aſs 

Pſalme, the Lord did hide his face andbring him no 

ſome athiftion; and rhen ſtraight way he was troubled, 

And therctoreanthis reſpc& we fee afflitions are very 

neceſſary and profitable, © 1. COL ns 
The rcaſon of this pgint of Docrine.is good, becaule to. ned 
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: - 2 man to.know himſelfe, as we ſee by com- 
yon rn olrharg when God altiiteth a man cubes with 
ignomy and diſgrace in his name , or with rey in 
his eſtate, or with ſickneſle in his body, or with lofſe of 
children, or with impriſonment, or with any ſuch like 
croſs and calamity,though betore he was never fo proud, 
and carried himſclfe never fo high ; yet then .he begin- 

[e} Por. nerh to droop., and let his feathers fall, Antigonm|[e] 


R =” though an heathen King, when he was taken with a lit- 


Ivp. tle ſickneſfle, and had recovered thereof, he could make 
| this good conſtru&ion thereof, namely, that it was well 
for him, that he had been ſick and 1ll ; for his diſeaſe 
had taught him, that ſeeing he was buta mortall man, 
he ſhould not too much lift up his ſpirit; And this (1 
. fay) is the goodneſle of God towards us, as Saint Augw 
Cf] Avg fene [f] ſaith , that becauſe the ſweetneſle of carthly 
Relig. things dothdeceive us, and puffe us up , therefore wee 
ſhould be humbled, by the bitternefſe of Aﬀlictions. 
Afiaiss . Nay further, Affliction is a meanes to reforme the 
weleal nadly, and to makethem better; yea, that which Sol 
to bee the 7072 ſpeaketh of children, Prov. 22, 15. is truc alſo of a- 
vercer, & ge perſons , that tolly js bound in their hearts, &c. 
vleaſe M An therefore the Apoſtle ſaith well., in the 1. Cor. 11, 
G.d 32. that when God correceth, he chaſteneth his child- 
ren, itisto nurture them ( as a loving father doth his 
fonne)for reformation and amendment ; for, the Lord 
knoweth,that a ſonne ſet at liberty, runneth into ſuch li- 
centious idle courſes, that he isa ſhame to his father, 
_ and a gricfe to his mother, and therefore he will not 
ſuffer his children, eſpecially thoſe whom he loveth, to 
g90n 1 their ſinnes, leſt his name ſhould be diſhonou- 
red, and his holy Goſpel evillſpokea of, but by corre&ti- 
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ans and croſſes rather , he laboureth to feclaime them : 
So that this muſt needesbe a happy (g) and bleſſed af- (9p: 
Aiction, as Bernard faith, that maketh a man bettcr,and pr#cepre 
ſach are the force of affliftions , that through the Apo-& @iper- 
ſfles bonds many were betteredand ſtrengthened there- 
by, Philip. I. 14. . 

Nay , aMi&tions are a notable and excellent prick to amt &ien 
force usforward, and to egge on, and ſtirre us up unto vill w_ 
praycr: Yea, cvcn they that never meant to 1mploy Od 
themſclves that way, as Atheiſts and wicked perſons, »y prayer. 
yet when any trouble Iyeth upon them , then 1r erives 
them to prayer,whether they will or no. As truely the 
Prophet faith , that ſuch as rebell againſt God in the 
time of famine, when they want Corne and Wine, 
ehen theſe will not ſtick to houle upon their beds, Hol. 

7, 14. and Davidreckoned a bead-roll of ſuch perſons 

1n the 107. Plalme, as ye may read it at your beſt lea- J>b 20. & 
ſures, v/z. the 4,5,6, 10, IT, 12, 19, 26, and 28 verſes ef- * P 
ſpecially. $o then you ſce 1t 1s plaine, that trouble and 
atMiction will make any man:o cry unto the Lord, and 

to betake him to his prayers, So was it with the Mari- 

ners, Jonas 1.5. when they were 1n diſtrefle, then (faith 

the Text) they cricd every manto his God, And fo like- 

wiſe the proud King of Niz:ve, with all his people, 
when they hcard the tudden ceſtruftion that was threat- 

ned againlt chem by rhe preaching of Fozab then, Jona, 

3.8, they cried mightily unto God. And that wicked 
Manaſjes, 2 Chrov, 33.6.&c.who did very much evill in 

the {1ght of che Lord toanger him ; ſhedding innocent 

bloud excceding much, 2 Kings 21, 16, yet when God 
brought upon him the Captaincs of the King of Aſhur, 
which took him, and pur him an fertcrs, and bound him 
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in chaines, and carried him to Babell, then when hee 
was in priton ſaith the rext, he prayed to the Lord his 
God : yea, the Godly themſelves are never (o fit to 

ray, a5 when they are inattlidtions , though they be 
careful! to pray continually at all times, and upon every 
occaſion, yer they never pray with ſo great devotion 
and fervency, as when ſom? heavy | crofle or calamity is - 
upon them ; for then feeling their miſery , and their 
owne inability to help themicives, tney rnen more car- 
neſfily fly unto the Lord for fuccour and helpe, As the 
Propher faith, in that day, char 1s, in the day ot trouble, 
Eſay 17, 7. ſhall a man looke to his Maker, &c. and in 
theirafflictions they will ſeck me diligently, Ofee, 5.15, 


And indeed to ſpeake as it is, and as I my {cite have ob. 


ſerved it, both from my ſelfe and others, how in our 
proſperities all of us both good and bac, too full of ' 
ſecurity , as though. we ſtood in no neede of God, 
As the Lord complaineth of Feremy , I ſpake 
to. thee when thou walt in profperitic : but thou 
{aidſt, I will not hearc, &c, Jer. 22.22, &c, And ſo D+ 
vid{aith of the wicked and ungodly , that becauſe his 
waics alwaiss proſper, &c. therefore he 1s proud, as it is 
Pſal. 10. 4, 5. And the Prophet Jeremy comparcth ſuch 
perſons tothe wild Aﬀe inthe wildernefle, that ſnuffeth' 
up the wind at her pleaſure, Jer. 2. 24. and it is in vain, 
faith he, to ſeek torurne her back , but in her month, 
thar is, in her foaling time, then a man may deale 
with her, Andas the little chickens when the weather 
faire, ana there is no danger towards, then they 
firagele a great wav from the Hen: but ifany haile 
ſhower come upon them, or a Kite hover over them 
then theyhaſte under her wings for ſhelter, And as the 
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Stag, when he is at liberty, will not come neare a man, 
but when he 3s hotly purſued with dogs, then he will 
run to him of his owne accord tor fuccour : fo it farcth 
oft timcs with us, when we are at cale and nothing doth 
molec{t us, then we are ready to turne our backs upon 
God ; but when we are brought into any diftreſle or 
dangcr, then wc are glad to repaire unto him tor help, 
This you may {ce plainly to be true, and it at your beſt 
jecaſurcs you doe but read the 107. Plalme, 8c. 5S bene 
eſſem, ſine te, non venirem ad te ; as one conteſleth of him- 
{elfe, (and it is our caſcs as well as his) if I could be well 
- without thee, then I would never come at thee. As the 
water when it 1s at large, and hath {cope enough, then 
it runneth with a ſtill and filent motion , but berng 
| brought into a firaite, then it maketh a great noile : 
In like manner, when a man 1sat large, then he looketh 
not much at this duty of prayer ; but when hee 15 1n 
allictions, and (as it were} in ſtraits, then hee will 
excite and ftir up himſelte thereunto : So did che Chil- 
dren of liracl, inthe time of their bondage , then they 
\ _ fighed andcricd, and made their moane unto God, Ex- 
\—_—_0.4.2,23,24, And we read in many places oi the Book efpecially 
1 of Judges, that howſocver in their proſperity they were Juigesthe 
1 _ untoward and carclcile of God , yet when God raiſed wo ang 
x up any new enemics againſt rhem, then they cried unto Chaprers: 
, him. Andthat Kinely Prophet Davzd ſaith of himſclfc, 
e that although before, wile he thought his mountaine 
5 tovc{irong enough, (as we have heard) he was foolifh 
e and proud.; yet when God hid his face trom him, then 
> he cried unto the Lord, Pſal. 30. 8. And ye may ob- 
1 {ferve, thar molt of the Plalmes were made when the 
fe Authours thereok, or rather the Per-men thereof ( for 
T, D323 - the 
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| the Holy Ghoſt was the Authour) were in ſome affligi. 
ons,or other : yea, Our bleſſed Saviour Chriſt nimſelfe, 
thouzh all his life time he was much converſant in pra- 
yer , ſometime riſing early in the morning before day 
Mark 1. 35, 36.and fometime ſpending the whole night 
therein, and yet he never prayed more carneſtly, nor 
more fcrvently, than immedaately betore his Paſſion; 
when hce offered up prayers and ſupplications with 
ſtrong crying and teares, Heb. 5. 7. yea, he was 0 fer- 
vent therein, that he ſwcat,and his ſweat was like drops 
ofbloud , trickling downe to the ground, Luke 22, 44, 
Thus you may perceive then by all that hath been ſpo- 
ken, that Atiidtions are as it were a- VVhetrſtone to ſer 
an edge upon our devotion , andto ſharpen our hearts 
unto fervent prayer ; let the fimple honeſt ſoule then 
come hither , and learne this great eſtimate or profit 
that redounds to him by crofles and attliftions : if you 
mY SE riſen with Chriſt who was aftlited for your trank 
portiome-ZTMons, then ſecke thoſe things that are above, Col. 3; 
aregnarzi- I, 2, Chriſt hath opened Heaven for thee , theretore 
bimeres make no long tarrying , butenter into the holy of ho- 
bi caro Uieſt ; for now- thou O difſconſolare ſoule ! arr paſt the 
meaglori-urecr and inward Court, for thy Mediator is in Heaven, 
nes therctore pray thou hcre onearth, that he may heare 
mecog- 1n Heaven, and ſo ſpeake for thee : Our fleſh is in Hea- 
Caabiyen in the perſon of Chriſt, whereby we ſce that the 
meus, do $IOTy WC have won by Ckrift, is greater than the dil- 
rp grace & curſe thar the mallice of the Devil brought up- 
hart : me. ON uSby Adam,The Devils malice and our fin cait us out 
ſexto, of Paradice ; but Chrifts ſufferings for fin, makes us fit 
een MN heavenly places with him. Our Triumph you fee 15 
caps, Jnheaven, who would not fight the Battell then marry. 
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fully againſt the fleſh, the world, and the Devill, being 
aſſured by the Captaine of the victory 2 Here then we 
may alfo further perceive how God tenderly and loving- 
ly acaleth w:th us, even as Moſes faith , he dcalt with 
his own people the lfraclires. 
And how was that > even as the Eagle doth with 
her young: the Eagle covereth her young with her 
wings , 10 God doth with the wings of his proteion 
ſately guard thoſe that be his: The Eagle ſometimes 
perceiving her young ones dull and droopine, ſhe gently 
ecks them with her beak, to ſtir them up : ſo God by 
AfMictions doth quicken hischildren ; yea , ſometimes 
the Eagle will take away her young ones meat, and fly- 
cth up therewith into the aire, and hovereth alofr, to 
entice and provoke them to practice and endeavour to 
flicup and to ſoare on high. Even ſo God the Father 
hath recetved up Chriſt Jeſus our heavenly Manna into 
glory, that we ſhould learn to aſpire and foareupwards, 
thar where he is we might be allo : and to this end the 
two Angels told us at his recetving up into glory, that. 
he ſhould in the ſame manner deſcend to judgement in 
the endof the world , which we expect with patience, 
nay, long, and looke for, and cric in our hearts , come 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly, Revel, 22, and we doc no- 
thing more ſ{criouſly, while we are on earth, bur call to 
minde, (or at leaſt four ſhould be) in holy meditations, 
the Lords death, and ſhew it to the eies of our faith, un- 
till his comming againe, in pertaking of his bleſſed bo- 
ay and bloud inthe Sacrament, that by the power there- 
of we may be eſtabliſhed , that we turne not this great 
grace into wantonneſſe , nor negle& our Lord Jeſus, 
whois thus cxalted into the highelt glory, not for hinr- 
D 3 {clte, 
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[22] 
ſelf, for he had that glory b-ture the world was , but 
for us his redeemed people : fothat now here is the ex- 
altation, and ſuper-cminent height of faith , even life 
exerlaſting : The belng theecot 15 called glory, and our 
eftate there glorification, To this doe all the godly a- 
orce andaſpire, that they maybe where their Saviour 
and anointed is, ]eſus Chrift,to behold his Majeſty,and 
his glory in the Kingdome of God the Father : the Me- 
tropolis of which Kingdome,is the heaven of the bleſſed, 
the confines are eternity , the chaires of eſtate are the 
Thrones, the houſes of the Courtters are the Viſions of 
Angelsand Saints; God 1s rhcre as the King, Chriſtas 
the Prince, the Church as the Queene, the Virgins as 
the Hand-maids, the Nobles as the Patriarks and Pro- 
phets, the Notaries are Evangeliſts , the Prelates arc 
the Doctors of the Church, rhe Souldiers are Martyrs, 

| and the Subjects areall the bleſſed ones, 
{41 Por. In which Kingdomeare all things to be defired : de- 
19.144 fire you Riches? [#]glory and Riches arc in his houſe: 
My. ; deſire you gold? [1] the City it ſelte is of pure gold: de- 
21.88, fire you honour? [-]O God! {uch honour as thisglory 
[m] Pl! have all thy Saints : deſire you pleaſures 2 [] at Gods 


149. 9. 


[a] P[al, Tight hand are pleaſures for evermore : deſire you | 
36, 11, Knowledge? [o] in Chriſt are hid all the Treaſures of 
[e] el. Wiſedome and Knowledge : defirc you liberty? [p] Je 
[p] Gal, rufalem which is above is free : love you Peacc? [q] 
Cera, people {faith God) ſhall fit in the beauty of Peace, 
56.94 2nd in the Tabernacles of my protection : deſire you 
nm; daintic&[7]you ſhal be ſatisfied when his glory ſhal ap” 
; 4 FE: defire you Wine > [5] you ſhall bee filled with 
e 


102, 16, | plealures and plenties of his houſe, and ſhall drinke 
Shag of the Rivers of gladnefſe; doth mulick delight you? 


{ : | NErE 


(23] 
:] Hecre Cherubin and Scraphin continually doe cry, "7] Cint, 


e 


hoiy, holy, holy, Lord God ot Sabboth. O rell mc > ſry ; 

what delcttable thing ſocvcr can COME into Your uNagt 2.31, 10h: 

nation? 1:Ay, I rather tcll 1t you that in Chriit it is 1n »- 

full abundance to be found : For, God hath ſay it, 

come , and I will ſhew thee all good 2 VVul not thete 

motives perſwade you that your croſles and attiiftions 

are ſcaſoned and fanQtified unto your everlaſting com- 

fort by and in Chriſt ? | 
Nay, our atlictions doe continue and keepe us with- A Mition 


cauſorh os 


in thc liſts of obedience, For , it 1s with the beſt of us, geqence, 

as Aziſelazs ſayd of the Arhemians, {:berr malt ſunt, ſerui 

Loar, that when they were at liberty, they were naught, 

but when they were in bondage they were good ; fo 

we in our proſperity, []doe ſtart afide like a broken (45 pr.1. 

bow ; but when attiivion commeth , we then arc rea-78. 57. 

dy (ho force ) to ſubmit ourſelves to the Lords yoake: 

and this doth Dat:d confefle, when he ſaith, Pſal. 119, 

67, that before he was athidted he went aſtray : and the 

Church acknowledged, that before the Lord corre&ed 

her, ſhe waslike an untamed calfc, Jcr.z1.13. Though 

man was created after the Image of God, and advan- 

ced to great honour, yet it God let him alone, he then 

will become like the beafts that periſh, Plal. 49. 20. 

And therefore the Lord threatneth the rebellious Jews, 

that he will ſtop ther wayes with thornes, &c. Hoſ.2.6, 

where the Lord by his Prophet ſheweth that necefity 4Migi- 

requireth chat he thould hold chem in with ſcevcre diſct- 25 wil 

pline and ſharpe corrections , comparing them to wan- "x nate 

ton and unruly cattell, which mult be Kepr 1n with ubjcRion 
 thornes, aSit were with hedges and pales , left they go 4.09 
| altray, | - eace Lourd, 
| Nay 


% 


[24] 
Nav, afflitions helpeth to rame and ſubdue tne unry 
linefſe of the fleſh , thar it rebell nor againlt rhe ſpirir, 
AMiions are very profitable tobridle and mortifie the 
laſts of the ficſh, Gal. 5. 17. For theyare one of theſe 
deadly enemies of the foule , with which we muſt in- 
counter and fight with whil{lt we live : Now as he that - 
were to enter a fingle combate withan adverſary that 
were ſtronger then himſelfe, ſuch an onel warrant you 
would be glad of ſome body that would firſt toyle and 
weaken that adverſary, that ſo he might the more caſj- 
ly overcome him ; inlike manner the children of God 
Have cauſe to rejoyce , that it pleaſerh the Lord by out- 
ward calamities and crofles to tame the ficſh, and to 
tread it under foot, that ſo they may with lefle difficul- 
...  tyand danger get the victory thereof, Againe, aMMidti- 
Aft Ions . - 
111 draw ONS ATC IMCANCS tO Withdraw our hearts from the love 
our winds of the world, and to raiſe them up to defire ccelettiall 
'> rr , things. We are like to fooliſh children,that are loath to 
1:38 heavenly be weaned from the breaſt , and therefore the mother 
nk thivgs- annointeth the Nipples of her breaſt with ſome bitter 
thing, to make the childe out of love with it : fo like 
wiſe if we might have our wills, then we would alwaics 
hang upon the breafts of the world , and would never 
leave ſucking theſe earthly commodities, without any 
regard to heavenly, if the Lord did not powder our dc 
fires with the Crofle, and ſo make them bitter unto us: 
The Children of Uraell, though they were gricyoully 
afflicted in Egypt, to make them more earneſtly defirc 
to poſleſſe and 1njoy the land of Canaan ; yer you may 
ſee and read in Exodus, and Numbers, and Dcutcrono 
my, and other places , how hardly they were brought 
to depart from thence, = | 
A Ya, 
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| Numb. 14. 3.4. Now what would they have done 


asin a fea of miſery, never our of one danger or oth c, pu-:'0 in 


Yea , when they were in the way to Cxza2z , they FO. 16. 
would often have returned back againe into A:gypt to THEE. 
their fleſh pots, their iſh, their pepons, and tic like, 


thinke you, if they had lived in preferment tacre, ard 
enjoyed the fat of the Land, as they did in Jojepes time? g,, 
Gen. 45. 18. It would no doubt have bcen a bard mat- :1. 

ter then to have perſwaded them to depart ; fo 1t fe- Nestu- 


2103S 4fhl 


rcth now with the moſt of us; for we arc 1n this world uo wo 


yet ſuch is our folly, that we love to be here (till, New 7% 6. 
then tell me > what would we doe if we never had a-'y 

thing ro moleſt us? Ir 15a Jamenrable thing to conftGrr 

that our minds ſhould be fo dazelled with the olitrertr7 

ſhew of riches aud pleaſures, with other idle objects of 

this tranſitory world; fo as they cannor looke up ro 
heaven, that our hearts (1 {ay) ſhould be fo prefed wich 
covetcoulneſle and ambition , and the like , that they 
cannot raiſe up themſelves unto heavenly cogttations, 

and that our {oulcs ſhould be {o infnared with the plca- 

{ant inticements of rhe ficſh ;, ſo as they ſceke onely for 

their fclicity aid joy bcet. upon carth :* And thcretore 

the Lord inmcrcy io prevent this evi] doth by dayly ex- _ 
pcrience of mu{cric+, croſk.s, and a" .1ions,laith Calvrn, Calvin. 
put his children 1a minde of the vanity of all carthly inftir, lib, 
things,l{t they ſhould promiſe to themſelves a conſtart © q*, 
& a coni' ual peace in this world; yea,he ſuffreth them 


mainy times to bu dior ited and moi ited , with per.u- | ; 
ry, 1mpriſonm« nt, a:.d the ike ; leftracy the wid with | 
t00 Much grecdincii. 24pe ater thole brizi'e a © wo” 
tory things. An ut ic tail our that the Lie, © 

us in thcſe, yer !cit we ſhout  fweoll w --. 1 1 : 
Or IcjOice WLLL 1I001Hh cont. ence, fon | |. 
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(34) 


chaſtenus with one croſle and affliction or other , thay 
ſo wee may learne how fraile and unſtable all carthly 
things are, Oh! ler the hearing of thoſe things by you, 
and the ſpeaking of thcreot by me, {tir, and lift up Our 
cies and hearts to heaven , Witere that uncorruptible 
Crowne of gory is laid up ior Us. And thus the Lord 
many times diminiſheth and taketi away from us the 


. Pbligpi- goods and richcs of this lite, that ſo we may more care- 


ansL. 23+41:jy {ccke aftcr the things of a better life : {0 that a- 
| fictions are like a great ſtorme at Sea, to make the 
_£0lly wiſh co be 1n che haven ; as the Watcrs of the 

Deluge, the mcre they increaſee, the bigher they bare 
wp the Arke : fo the waters of altiictions , the greater 
they ar-, the higher rhcy lift up the ſoulec towards Hea- 

Brn,de yen 5 according to that of St, Bernard, by the Lords cor- 

Agog ;  re&tions we coatemne carthly things, laith he, and love 

10, heave:ly. An therefore as Zezo having ſuffered ſhip- 

ot, pe wrack, became the Scholcr ot Crates, and ftudicd Philo- 

:2 Zen, Jophy, and aftcr faid , it was a happy fhipwrack that 

made him affe& ſuch excellent knowledge : fo may 
we ſay more truly, it was-a bleſſed ſicknefſle, a blefled 
poverty, a blefled impriſonment, or the like, that cauſed 
us to looke towards the Kingdome of Heaven. 

Afi:&ion Nay, Idare ſay, that afliaions ſave us. from-Hel! 

isonc and condemnation; for, it God ſhould let us alone, we 

akeng *being in proſpcrity, would never reſt , untill we runout 
from 11 {ELVES even head-long into Hell : like unto fooliſh chit: 
dren, if they be not hindred, will run into the fire, or i 

to the ditch, &c.. And therefore it is the Lords mercy, 

*2!ay the Rodupon our backs, that ſo we may bethins 

our telves of the danger whercon we ſtand, and ſo maf 

labour to prevent it, This is the ſame which Job iy 
Et 


_— — — 


& 4k BY 


keth, that the Lord openeth the cars of men by afiQi- 


ons, &c, Job 23.16.18, When a man 1s frantick, and 


' is dp. ratcly minded to burne or drowne himſclfe, 


can any, in ſuch a caſe, dohim a greater benefit than to 
watch him, and to prevent him of that deſperate enter- 
prize > {o likewiſe, there cannot be a greater profit and 
benefi: tous, than when we are ready to burn and 
drown our ſelves in wofull perdition by our fins, that 
then the Lord by his gracious and loving correaions 


ſhould ſtay us and hold us back : nay, nay, afMiCtions am ai. | 
doe fit and prepare us for the Kingdome of Heaven, 7s make 


as the Apoſtle faith in 2 Thefl. 1. 5. that by afMii&tions 


and perſecutions they were counted worthy of Gods ven. 


Kingdome, for,as the parching heat of the Sun ripeneth 
the corne, and fitteth it for the barn, ſo doe aftlictions 
ripen the godly for Gods barn. And this 1s done two 
waiCcs : Firſt, becauſe by troubles and afflictions ( as I 
have ſhew'd you a little betore)we arc purged and purt- 
fied from our ſins. Our Saviour ſaith, Mar. 6. 29. that 
Solomon in all his Royalty, was not cloathed like one of 
the Lillies of the field, and yet we know the Lillies 
have a winter to wither in. From whence again let ns 
learn this for our comfort, that altiou2h the Lord thus 


1n adverſity hath dejected and calt us down , yet let us 


know, that through the power ot his might , we may 
have a time to ſpring and Honariſh again : aad there- 


fore we may with St, Avguſtize conclude aniſay, the cr x 
Lord {mitcth us, that he may heale us, and he killeth us, wgult, 


that we may not dic irom him. 

Again ſecondly, atilitions make us fit for Heaven, 
becaule 1t 1S a McauS to work holincfle in us, without 
which we cannot fcc che Lord, Heb, 12, 14, God will 
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136] 
not ſuffer the graces of his children (then as you ſee) tg 
lic idle and tub in them, but by afflictions he will ra- 


Angult.de qucuftine ſaith well: that attiitions are nota puniſh- 
civr. Di for fin , but a triall of our vertue. And firſt, the 
lib.s.c, 3+ ew : 

faith of Gods childrenare hereby tricd and manitcited, 
When amanis in no danger nor miſery, then it is an ea- 


fe matter for him to believe 3 but when he groancth 


quice forſaken of the Lord , then by the Power of 

his fairh ro cry as 1t 15, Pſal. 22,1, my God, my God, 

why haſt thou forſaken me?. or with Job, though he 

kill me, yet will I truſt in him, CC, Job 13. 15. this isa 

matter of great difficulty, V\ e think we are firang & 

rough, untill we be put to triall, as many vain Coward 

| ilathe middeſt of their Cups, will make great boaſt of 

their valour , bur when they go into the field are very 
Cowards. 

De divina Sereca, an heathen man, that never knew what the 

provident. ya tour of a true Chriſtian meant, could yet ſay of morall 

forticude, that it withereth and becommeth feeble, if 

it have not an adverſary to encounter withall. The 

Skill of a Pilot 8 beſt ditcerned in the greateft rempeht, 


327 and the eourage of a Souldicr in- the horcſt skirmiſh: 
te: | ſo the fortitude of a Chriſtian Souldier appcarerh moſt 
458 vi the greateſt and heavieſt a:ictions, | 
| i How can it be known what courage a man hath to 
34S encure {icknefle and poverty, impriſonment, &c. if he 
; bl | alwaics have his health and liberty, and acound in rt 
{HY ches: Morcover, their patience is by this mcancs made 
#:440 F-0 know ; tor patience is a vcrtue.,, which is alwales nc 
74: ccliury torus, but if it þe not exerciſed , then we i 
| ; ve 


ther exerciſe them, and bring thera to the light, as $t, 


under the burden ofaftictions, and feemeth even tobe 


| 
t 
l 
of 
! 
t 
C 


[37] , 
kave little uſe of it ; as when a ſword 15ruſted in the 
ſheath , a man may then be wounded by his adverſary 
before he can draw it forth : So when patience 15 not 
trycd, the Divell may wound a man to aeath , before 
he be able to defend himſfelfe therewith. 
Againe , by this meanes our love to God is moſt of 
all declared : It is not any thing worth for a man to . 
love God, when all things proſper with him, and ſuc- 
cecd according to his owne deſire ; now it a man ſhould 
| not love God then, evenin the judgement of the Devi], 
it were pitty of his life, For he could ſay , when the 
Lord commended Job , doth Fob ſerve God for naught? 
 &. Job 1.9. Lo, nay he that ſhall only love God in this 
reſpe&, may ſeeme to love him only for what you will 
ive me, rather then for his owne ſake : Bur he that 
cleayeth unto God in the time of- affliction , when all 
things goe croſle with him , that is a figne and token of 
true love indeed, Thus we fee howthe graces of Gods 
children are maniteſted in atti&tions more then they 
could be in proſperity. As Bricks it rhey be-80t chrough- 
ly hardened in the fire , will by andby be diffalved if 
they happen to touch water. So unlefſe the graccs of 
Gods children be continually exerciſed , otherwiſe the 
leaſt atiction that is will overcome them, 
Spices never give a {weetcer ſmell then when they 
are pounded and beatcn ina morter z ſothe graces of 
\ God in his children are never fo fragrant and odorife- 
> Tous, as when they are (as it were) pounded and bea- 
- ten byattliftions, according to that ſpeech of the Apo- 
Title, Rom. 5. 3.4. Tribulation bringeth forth patience, 
. Oc, whereunto agreeth thar of Saint Auguſtine, afflifti- pr 
| ons daunteth not the paticnce and fortitude of them De: 1;b; x. 
| | | 3 that 37-12. 


chat be g00d , neither rooteth godlineſſe out of thei 


mindes, but by exerciſing of it maketh 1t more truitfull, - 


And ſaith Saint Bernard, the fire of Afflitions trieth the 
png races of the godly, but it doth not conſume them, Ag. 
Serm. 55 g $kilfull Phytitian many times preſcribes medicines to 
| preſerve from fickneſſe: ſo doth the Lord ule Affiai- 

ons to preſerve his children from fin ; nay, by Afflidti 

ons we are made conformable unto Chrift , for he was 

©.1vin, hot exempted from the crofſe, God had one Son with- 
Taſks 1b. ourfin (faith Calvin) but none without affiidtions. But 
2.cap8. how is it that ſome wicked ones are afflicted as well as 
<6. thegodly? St. 4zguftize hath an excellent ſaying for 
this : Although (ſaith he) the godly and the wicked arc 

w alike affliaed, yet they are dittant one from the other, 
Manet diſſimilicudo paſſorum 1n ſimilitudine paſſtonum : tor, 
there remainerh (faith he) an unjikeneſſe of tne ſuffe- 
rers , in the likeneſle of their ſufferings : for, as under 
one and the ſame fire gold fhineth and gliſtereth , and 

_ chaffe ſmoaketh: and under one and the ſame flaile 
the ſtraw is broken in pieces, and the corne is purged: 
neither are the lees therefore mingled with the Oyl,be- 
cauſe they are ſtrained out in one and the ſame prefſle : 


Auguftde {0 ONE And the ſame violence rutheth upon the godly and 


evi De: the wicked, which trieth, purifieth , and melteth the 
Ho.1. £8. ne, but it damnerh, deſtroyeth, and utterly undocth the 
other, So great a marrer it is, not what things one ſuf 
tererh, but how he is qualified rhar ſuffercrh; for one 
and the ſame motion cauſerh the dung to ſtinke horrt 
bly, and the oyntment to (ſmell moſt {weetiy : fo that 


atfliftions are like rhe red Sea, wherc1a tlic Egyprian 


were drowned and the Ifraclires were ſaved. And 
wirhall know this, that there is no greater cauſe of dif 


comfort 


aa cct# Hangs WY aww> ROO X-c., ood tell. woah ©... hom ad 


[39] 
comfort to child of God, than co be altogether free from troubles 
and aft; ions» | 
And therefore SEN CA calleth a ſecurelife, which 1s not ſubjeR gen, pit. 
to c:off's, the dead Sca, athrming, that when a man hath nothing to 68, 
tir him up , and prick and egge him forwards , nothing tq trye the 
conſtancy and firmeneſle of his minde , but he as it were buried in 1- 
dler«fſe, Non eff tranquilitas malitiaeſt : \t is not trangquiity, but 
a deed calme; and therefore ſaith BER NARD, it is good forusto,.., _ 
beare the rod of correction, leſt we feel the hararner of confuſion. Pſl.g Y 
Toconclude then in a word or two, from hence then we will £-rm.g. 
make chree uſes. Firſt, let us learn patience in onr i}1:on « and 1.Ule. 
that from che Apoſtle, Heb. 1 2. 9. 1f we were obedient te cur earch} 
P:rents, then let us be much more to our heavenly : and as the Pi o- 
phet faich, Micth 7 9. becauſe we have Goned againſt the Lord, 
therefore beare his fflitions with paticnce ; and as the T.ord ſen= 
deth affictions with a rizht hand , let not us take them with aleft, 
An old Courtier that hid ſerved Ca L1Gura, CrLautDius, and 
NE no, three cruel] ryrants and Emperours of Rome, being deman- 
ded how he could cſ{cape the dangers of thoſe times, wherein ſo ma- 
ny Chriſtians were put to death ? he anſwered, even by taking bene- 
fits thankfully, and by putting up injuries patiently. : 
Secondly , let this teach us to per fwade our felyes throuztly of 2.Uſe. 
this great and excellent good that afflitions bring with them, that 
ſo we may count it exceeding joy, as the Apoſtle adviſeth, Tam. 12. 
APiRions to the ſoule, are as Phylick to the body : bur as common- 
ly, that Phyſick which is moſt wholfome, is withall molt narooch- 
ſome: fo thar affliction which is moſt profitable, is for the moſt Calvin 
part moſt diftaſttuil. As the Plant which is called Chriſts Thorne, ib, 24. 
16 extream bitter, both in the root and in the leaves, and in the bran- c:p.14. 
ches ; but yet is very medicinable : fo affliFions, though they be 
moſt bitter and unſavoury , yet the Lord our moſt sk1ifall Phyſician, 
miketh moſt ſov-rai2ne medicines thereof to heale the infirmities of 
his children, Pfal. 1c3- 3 Whereby it beco.1.meth more proficable 
unto them, than ( 1n regard of cheir cortuption ) ever proſperity 
could be. | 
Thirdly, and laſtly, this re:cheth ns to endeavour by all means to 2+Uſc 
gain by ſuch crofics and afuctions as God ſhall lay upon us; for, it - 
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'.  i5az prievousaſin as we can commit, for to harden onr hearts whey 
- Goedshand is upon ns, asthe Lord complained of the Jewes, I hay 


Cmiccen your children in vaine, ſaith he, Jer. 2. 30. for they havere. 
ceived nocorreRtion. Tocad, AﬀiiRtions do beget in ns humility, 
* and humility doth lift us up above theearth ; poverty in ſpiric + 
- bove the water ; contrition above the aire ; good workes above the 
fife ; faith, hope, love, diſcretion, conſtancy, temperance, and righ. 
ecoulneſſe ; theſe ſeven do advance us above the ſeven Pianets, of 
converſation above the Emperiall heavens , purity of heart dot 
carry us up even to the very fight of God, and unto the glory of thy 
bleſſed, For,three places God hath appointed his children to live in 
the womb, the carth, and the Heavens: in the womb, bur a narroy 
place, and for a ſhort time, foine nine months. == | 

' In theearth, a place of greater extent, and a longer ſeaſon, ſony 
| ſeventy, or eighty yeares, 2s I have fhewed before. 

Bur laflly, in heaven isa place of extent without limit, and fe 
terme without time, even for ever and ever. As the ſecond of thel: 
places for length of riine exceeds the firſt ; ſo the third far excecd 
them both; for it is without limit of locall ſcite , and without 1] 
determination of time forlength of daies. Now rhe God of pexc 
- give usgrace to make a right uſe of our Afflitions whilſt we live 
This mortall body, thatfo in the end we dying, may riſe to the li 
Immortall both of ſoule and body, to live with God for ever, in th 
lugheſt heavense Amen, Amen,flay I | 
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